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“Expect great things from God; Attempt great things for God.” 
William Carey, Missionary to India 

 
 
 The fear of failure often paralyzes the people of God in a subdued and complacent 
state. We become so obsessed with the thought of unattained success that we never are 
able to set ourselves up for its achievement! William Carey, a famous missionary to 
India, understood this as he and his family set sail from their homeland and everything 
they held to be precious. Yet in the face of the unknown, Carey truly did expect great 
things from God as he believed and attempted to attain them. He is now known as a 
history maker, a man who impacted an entire nation. 
 
 Throughout the last year, we have faced many opportunities to succumb to this 
familiar notion of the fear of the unknown, but by the grace of God we have overcome its 
influence in our ministry and life. It has been a year characterized by new strategies and 
faith steps. We have seen the amazing work of the Lord as we make ourselves available 
for Him to move, even when discouragement and uncertainties abound! As ministers, we 
have learned that the surest guarantee is the voice and leading of the Holy Spirit, and 
have been rewarded by miraculous growth and favor within the community.  
 
 As we continue to serve throughout 2008, this spiritual lesson will be etched in our 
spirits, taking us from glory to glory! Join with us as we rejoice in the work of the Lord in 
2007, and believe for great things in the upcoming year! 
 
 
In His Service,  
 
Christo and Sarah Emmanuel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I. Ministry Activities 
 
Sunday Services 



 
Since the beginning of this year, Church attendance 
has more than doubled to over 100 members 
culminating from 3 services. Many former Hindus 
have accepted Christ and now worship the Lord with 
us every Sunday, as well as several new families 
and young adults. We are experiencing dynamic 
worship that deeply touches those attending—from 
the infilling of the Holy Spirit, to prophecy and 
deliverance. Many have commented that the service 
is a completely new experience, unique among 
other meetings in the community.  
 
 In the evening, we are now holding a youth outreach service with up to 60 young people 
attending, joining in dance, worship, small group discussion, prayer walks, and other creative 
activities to connect them to the body of Christ.  Most of them are from Hindu or Muslim 
homes, in which they face many troubles and even persecution when they accept the Lord. 
Amazingly, even in the mist of such difficulty, these young people joyfully serve Jesus and 
stand strong in their love for Him. 
 
Kid’s Club & Jesus Way VBS  
 
As our first outreach of the Church, Kid’s Club continues to attract 50-70 children each week 
for dance, games, creative activities, and a Gospel-oriented message. Many of the children 
who began attending this program 2 years ago have graduated to our Youth service, are 

growing in the Lord, and serving in the Church.  Kids Club 
also continues to be an open door into the community as 
we reach many families through the children coming. 
 
In May, we held a 10-day Vocational Bible School called 
“Jesus Way”. Everyday, about 80 children joined us from 
all over the community for a fun day of dance, crafts, and 
small group teaching, with 180 different children in total 
enrolled. A professional puppet show was held, as well as 
a day trip to the water slides and a give-away of school 
supplies for all of the children.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Upper Room Service 
 
In the beginning of October, we decided that we 
need to further penetrate the community with the 
Gospel through off-campus services. Every 
Wednesday, we transport our chairs, sound 



system, media equipment and leaders to a different location within the community and host an 
evangelistic service on a roof terrace. Nearly 30 people join us for each of these services, the 
number increasing every week as believes bring their neighbors. This service is an integral 
part of the ministry, as it expands the church beyond its four walls and makes valuable 
connections within the community. 
 
Fasting Prayer 
 
As a church, we come together every Friday for a time to seek the Lord and fast for our 
community, church, and families. About 20-30 people join us each week, many of them Hindu 
housewives seeking a touch from the Lord through miracles, healing, and deliverance. After a 
powerful session of worship, prayer, and teaching of the Word, a meal is shared among all 
those who are present. Since many of these women have unbelieving husbands, they must 
secretly attend this program as their weekly church service.  
 
 
Cell Groups 
 
We believe that cell groups are an integral part of Church development and growth, and have 
been excited to raise 3 new cell leaders this year with growing groups. At the moment, we are 
having School of Leaders material translated, and will be stating the course in the New Year. 
Our goal for next year is to establish at least 10 new leaders and cells. 
 
Freedom Festival 
 
From August 10th-12th, God worked in amazing ways at our first open-air crusade. Being 
blessed to have Pastor Brent and Carina Cantelon from Christian Life Assembly minister each 
of these evenings, we saw about 2000 people daily attending and a total of 315 new decisions 

for Christ. This was a pivotal event in our 
community and church, uniting many local 
Pastors together and causing our church 
attendance to double to 100 members. On 
the Monday following the Crusade, we held a 
fellowship and lunch meeting for nearly 100 
Pastors, where again Pastor Brent was able 
to bless the leaders of the community through 
his teaching of the Word of God.     
 
 

Baptisms  
 
Each year, we diligently seek the Lord to set a goal for 
the number of baptisms we are to attain. In 2006, we 
reached our target of 10 baptisms, and were given a 
goal of 30 in 2007. As the end of the year approached 
with only 2 days remaining before the New Year, we 
were at 25 baptisms and had commitments from 5 
people to be baptized on a Sunday.  To our 
disappointment, only three of them showed up, and we 
were left wondering why we didn’t reach our faith goal. 
Just as we were leaving the church, we received a 



phone call from two people who had been convicted by the Lord and desperately wanted to be 
baptized! So praise God---they rushed in by taxi, and we made 30 by the end of the year!! 
Please join us in believing for 60 baptisms in the year 2008! 
 
Christmas Parade 
 
Over the course of two evenings, we rented a horse-driven chariot and a marching band, and 
paraded through our community with Santa-Clause and the church members. Going through 
different streets, we stopped to sing Christ-centered carols and share the love of Jesus in 

many homes. Each night we handed out 
hundreds of church flyers to the crowds of 
onlookers. Because of this creative 
outreach, we have seen quite a number 
new homes added to the church and many 
more that we now visit and encourage 
towards Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas and New Year Production 
 
For both Christmas and New Year’s Eve, we went off-campus under a large meeting tent to 
hold our annual productions. With special lighting, music, dance, and powerful promise 
messages, we celebrated these important days with at least 150 people each service. These 
exciting off-campus meetings also drew many people from the community who expressed their 
interest in the Church.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
II. Testimonies 
 

 
In 2007, a large group of young people were introduced to the 
church through common meetings that were held in our 
campus. This group was mostly comprised of Hindu girls from 
one of the poorest areas in our community. By the amazing 
grace of God, many of these girls have chosen Jesus as their 
Savior through our youth program, and now are actively 
involved in the church. Here are a couple of their stories: 
 
Vijay Lakshmi comes from a staunch Hindu home, but in the 
last year she has joyfully accepted Jesus with all of her heart. 



Now attending Church weekly with her younger sister, Vidya, who has also accepted the Lord, 
Lakshmi has been baptized and filled with the Holy Spirit. However, these two girls do not have 
an easy walk of faith – they often face beatings from their parents for their abandonment of 
their parent’s religion and refusal to wear the mark of the family’s god on their forehead. Yet 
these young girls remain steadfast in their love and devotion to Christ, determined that they will 
serve Him only. 
 
 
 
 
Another similar story is of Muthu Lakshmi. Also from a strict 
Hindu home, Muthu endures much abuse for her love for Jesus 
from her own family, both verbally and physically. Yet week 
after week this young girl continues to joyfully attend Church and 
celebrate with the youth through song and dance. She has 
made a firm commitment to the Lord through baptism, and 
has also been filled with the Holy Spirit. 
 
Many other Hindus have accepted Christ this year, the majority 
as a result of Freedom Festival’s impact on the community. 
Please pray for these new converts – many of them are 
housewives who still have unbelieving husbands and 
face terrible hardships.  
 
Apart from the wonderful testimonies of salvations, we 
have seen the great blessing of God upon His people this year. One such case is a sister by 
the name of Helen who was unable to have children. After she began attending the Church, we 
prayed very earnestly for a miracle, and we are happy to say that Helen and her husband now 
have a 2-month old baby girl. Another young Hindu couple, who recently were saved at our 
Near Year’s Production, has seen their marriage come from the brink of divorce into 
restoration. From healings, to breakthroughs in job situations and miraculous house 
purchases, God is pouring out His blessing as we proclaim His promises and encourage the 
church people to take a hold of them.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
III. Goals & Prayer Points for 2008 
 
“Do not remember the former things, nor consider th e things of old. Behold, I will do a 
new thing, now it shall spring forth…” (Isa. 43:18- 19) 
 
As a promise for 2008, we know that Jesus Christ will accomplish a new and great work in our 
midst. He has pondered many things in our heart, and our prayers and energy are in full gear 
towards these exciting milestones and projects. Please join us in interceding for the following: 
 

·  60 baptisms and 10 new cell leaders 



 
·  Victory 2008 – a large outreach event for grade 10 and 12 students preparing to write 

their provincial exams, primarily targeting the unsaved and unchurched. We are 
expecting at least 1000 students to join us for this event in February. 

 
·  Monthly Gospel Meetings – these off-campus events will target groups of 150-300 

people, much like a small crusade meeting, focusing on winning the lost and spreading 
the Gospel. 

 
·  Monthly Feeding Program – on the second Sunday of each month, we plan to feed 100-

200 underprivileged persons in the community, off-campus, sharing Christ’s love and 
the Gospel in a tangible way. 

 
·  Annual Crusade – we are praising God for the success of Freedom Festival 2007, but 

expecting a greater harvest for 2008.Pray that we would see thousands more in 
attendance, and hundreds more saved. 

 
·  New Campus – as the church has significantly grown, so has our need for a new 

campus! Please pray for the sufficient funds to purchase a property and develop a 
meeting facility with a seating capacity of 500, as well as many other facilities to meet 
the needs of the ministry. 
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